Waste Reduction with SCARCE by Scrogum, Joy et al.
Green Lunchroom Challenge
Webinar
Waste Reduction with SCARCE
October 13, 2016
1
Prairie Research Institute: Illinois-focused  Resource 
Research and Service




“To encourage and assist citizens, businesses and 
government to prevent pollution, to conserve 
natural resources, and to reduce waste to 
protect human health and the environment in 
Illinois and beyond.”
4
Why do we care about food waste?
Wasted Food = Wasted resources, money,
& nutrition
Food production = 
• 10% of total US energy budget
• 50% of US land use
• 80% of US fresh water consumption
BUT…40% of food in the US goes uneaten
Americans throw out ~$165 billion of food/year.
In 2015, 42.2 million Americans lived in food insecure homes…including 13.1 
million children (Feeding America)
National food waste reduction goal of 50% by 2030 
http://www.nrdc.org/food/files/wasted-food-IP.pdf
What is the Green Lunchroom Challenge?
• Voluntary pledge program
• Funded by US EPA Region 5
• Sign up at www.greenlunchroom.org
• Choose activities from an online list; documentation submitted via 
email.
• Complete activities  Earn points  Get recognition
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Levels of Accomplishment
Bronze: 250 to 500 points
Silver: 501 to 1000 points
Gold: 1001 to 1900 points
Platinum: 1901 or more points
What is the Green Lunchroom Challenge?
• Opportunity to reduce waste, operating expenses
• Set an example of stewardship, responsible 
citizenship for students
• Webinars
• Resources, technical assistance
• Schools & districts outside of IL are welcome to 




GLC activity categories are in line with 





• Diverting Food for Human Consumption
• Composting
• Zero Waste Lunchrooms
www.greenlunchroom.org/activities.cfm
Learn more about the Challenge




Sign up at any time! To earn recognition for 2016, submit activity 
documentation by November 30, 2016.
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